Border zones are areas along
geo-political borders that have
specific restrictions, especially in
terms of access, movement and
ownership. In opposition to the
general understanding of border
zones as areas of militarization
and control, we use the term to
reflect on a broader concept: the
border zone as area of exception,
opportunity and encounters.

The border between the United
States and Mexico represents
the sharpest divide in average
income of any place on earth.

In areas like the San Diego
(USA)-Tijuana (MX) border, host-
ing the most frequently crossed
international border in the world,
the difference could not be more
extreme. Yet an enriching hybrid
culture, cross border initiatives
and bi-national NGOs are offering
alternative ways (yet limited) for
readying and engaging in the
development of a trans-border
urbanism.

The symposium aims to learn
from the US/MX experience and
make a link to the actual Euro-
pean debate on Issues about
migration, citizenship, borders,
global justice, provision of hous-

ing, property rights and participa-
tion.

Grenzrdume sind Gebiete entlang
geo-politischer Grenzen, die bestimmte
Einschrédnkungen haben, besonders

in Bezug auf Zugang, Bewegung und
Eigentum. Im Gegensatz zum allgemei-
nen Versténdnis von Grenzrdumen als
Orte der Militarisierung und Kontrolle,
benutzen wir den Begriff um ein breiteres
Feld aufzuspannen: Der Grenzraum
als Ort der Ausnahmeerscheinung, der
Maglichkeit und der Begegnung.

Die geografische Grenze zwischen den
Vereinigten Staaten und Mexiko ist zu-
gleich die weltweit gréBte Kluft zwischen
arm und reich, ausgedriickt in nationalen
Durchschnittseinkommen. An einem der
meisten frequentierten internationalen
Grenztibergédnge, wie in der Region um
San Diego (USA) und Tijuana (MX),
kénnten die Unterschiede kaum gréBBer
sein. Dennoch ist hier eine lebendige
Kultur gewachsen, grenziiberschreiten-
de Initiativen und zivilgesellschaftliche
Organisationen bieten - im Rahmen
ihrer Méglichkeiten - andere Wege an,
um Urbanitét grenziiberschreitend zu
entwickeln und zu gestalten.

Das Ziel des Symposium ist es, von
den Erfahrungen der USA und Mexiko
zu lernen und eine Verbindung zu der
aktuellen Debatte der EU (iber Migration,
Staatsblirgerschaft, globale Gerechtig-
keit, Bereitstellung von Lebensraum,
Eigentumsrechte und Partizipation
herzustellen.
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SYMPOSIUM BORDER ZONE / GRENZRAUM
— Thursday, April 28th
> University of Stuttgart, Keplerstr. 11,

EXHIBITION / AUSSTELLUNG BORDER ZONE / GRENZRAUM
— 21.04.-04.05.2016
> Rathaus Stuttgart, Marktplatz 1

Foyer Ground floor / EG
Opening Times / Offnungszeiten: Mo-Fr 08:00 - 18:00

During the Winter Semester 2015/16 students of the University of
Stuttgart developed strategic proposals for an 85,000 inhabitants
informal settlement at “Los Laureles Canyon” in the city of Tijuana
Mexico. The site mirrors the complexities of the Border Zone and
has been defined as a key action area for transnational social, envi-
ronmental and urban upgrading projects.

The exhibition »Border Zone — Grenzraum« makes a portrait of the
study site; it is an attempt to showcase conflicts and potentials of
the Mexico/United States border by zooming into a border com-
munity. Diagrams, photos, interviews and students’ proposals are
building the main core of the exhibition.

OPENING / EROFFNUNG BORDER ZONE / GRENZRAUM
— Thursday, April 21st 19:00 — 20:00
> Rathaus Stuttgart, Marktplatz 1

Foyer Ground floor / EG

Opening

Werner Woélfle - Mayor of the City of Stuttgart

Marisol Rivas Velazquez — Architect and Urban Planner / Depart-
ment of International Urbanism, University of Stuttgart

Dr. Carola Hausotter — Coordinator of the German Network for Hu-

man Rights in Mexico
Christiane Pyka — Executive Director of the German-American
Center / James-F.-Byrnes-Institut

Presentation of Projects / Guided Tour by Students
Charlotte Eller & Marisol Rivas Velazquez — Tutors

Martina Buchs, Mareike Drux, Isabell Ensele, Franziska Faude,
Elena Jacobs Fernandez, Philippa Noll, Alexandra Lindig,

Tina Pal, Benjamin Schedel, Anne Therese Silberzahn,
Susanne Pardo Spiess, Giulia Verona, Pirmin Wollensack

Reception

— Guided Tours: On demand guided tours by students in German, Span-
ish or English (Contact: info.borderzone@si.uni-stuttgart.de)

Room 1.08 - 1st Floor
From 15:00 - 19:00

Opening 15:00 — 15:30
Dr. Josefine Fokdal & Marisol Rivas Velazquez -
Department of International Urbanism, University of Stuttgart

»Mexico Facing International Migration«
Representative — Mexican Embassy in Berlin

Key Note Lecture 15:30 — 16:25

»Re-thinking Tijuana’s Informal Settlements«

Carmen Romo - Architect and activist from Tijuana, Executive
Director and Co-founder of ‘Tijuana Calidad de Vida, A.C.’

Jorge Zambrano - Architect and activist from Tijuana, Executive
Director and Co-founder of ‘Metropol-Index’

Break 16:25 — 16:40

Key Note Lecture (Online) 16:40 — 17:35

»The Cross-Border Citizen«

Fonna Forman - Professor of political science and co-director of
the UCSD Center on Global Justice.

Teddy Cruz — Professor in Public Culture and Urbanism at the
Visual Arts Department and co-director of The Center for Urban
Ecologies at UCSD, San Diego, California, co-founder of Political
Equator.

Break 17:35 — 17:50

Case Study Stuttgart 17:50 — 18:10

»Der Stuttgarter Wohnungsmarkt - Eine Herausforderung fiir
die Unterbringung und Integration von Migranten und Fliichtlin-
gen - Ansétze fiir einen Handlungsauftrag»

Susanne Frucht, Axel Fricke - City of Stuttgart, Department of
City Planning and Urban Renewal

Open Discussion 18:10 — 18:40

— Language: English / Deutsch



